
The primary learning objective for this assignment is that students will analyze the interplay between different primary sources, and between primary sources and modern sources.  More specifically, students will use two ancient accounts of Boudicca, the first-century AD British warrior queen and one modern interpretation of Boudicca to analyze interactions between various sources.  This assignment is very important because the main goal of teaching history should be to teach students to use primary sources and to approach modern interpretations of history with a sharp eye.  A student who successfully completes the assignment will have given a comparative analysis of three sources, two ancient, one modern.  This will meet the learning objective which aims for the eventual outcome of future educated analysis of ancient and modern analysis of historical events and figures.

Ideally, this assignment will be used with an approximately 30 person class, although the numbers could be made more flexible and could certainly be adjusted in the downward direction.  The class envisioned here is one with a mix of students ranging from possible History majors to Business majors fulfilling a General Education requirement.  The course that this activity would be best suited for would be a “World History I” course, or a “Roman History” course.  The first scenario lends itself to a more general audience while the Roman History course would likely attract majors more than General Education students.  However, there are schools where the situation is reversed and General Education credit-seekers must take a content specific course while the survey courses are reserved for majors.  Still, the outcome, with the set-up of the assignment, should be achievable by the entire range of students.  To attempt to spark interest in the topic for those not naturally interested, the point will be stressed that the value of this assignment is not limited to history.  Any source the student encounters, whether it is Fox News, ESPN, or the Centre Daily Times, can be analyzed to the benefit of the audience.

The details of the assignment are as follows.  The student will read the accounts of Tacitus and Cassius Dio, two ancient authors, concerning Boudicca.  Each account runs to about 3 pages and will be distributed to the class either electronically or by Xerox.  Next, students may pick from three modern sources on Boudicca, each of which will be kept on reserve in the library.  These sources are a rather documentary about Boudicca and her relationship with the Romans, a historical novel about Boudicca, and a feature film, also about Boudicca.  The assignment will be for the students to analyze the sources by doing the following:  
· Give an account of the two historical sources, their similarities and their differences.  

· Briefly account for why the historical sources may differ and assess how reliable these sources are. 

·  Recognizing that these two historical accounts are the most complete and cannot be substantially improved upon, suggest how much they should be relied upon in modern interpretations.

· Give a few examples of departures that your source made from the text, whether additional information or outright contradiction.

· Were these departures justified?  Why or why not?

· Comment on any biases you detect in any or all of the sources.  How might these biases tarnish reliability?  

All of these items are directly related to analyzing these three sources.  The student will be graded on a rubric from 1-3 on each of these topics, depending on the extent they answer the questions in a clear and thoughtful way.  A student who gets mostly 3s can be said to have met the learning outcome.  The paper will be expected to be 4-6 double spaced pages and will be the primary out-of-class assignment for a period of two weeks.  It will be worth 10% of the final grade.  Hopefully, this fact will encourage students to do their best and really engage in the assignment.  Further incentive is provided that the story of Boudicca is entertaining in the primary sources, partially because of its gruesomeness and partially for the stirring words the authors put in Boudicca’s mouth.  A secondary intention of the assignment, then, is to convince the students that ancient and modern sources can be worth reading and therefore worth analyzing.
