Ammianus Marcellinus
Book 21, Chapter 16, Section 18

[18] Christianam religionem absolutam et 

simplicem anili superstitione confundens,  in

qua scrutanda perplexius quam 

componenda gravius excitavit discidia 

plurima, quae progressa fusius aluit 

concertatione verborum, ut catervis 

antistitum iumentis publicis ultro citroque 

discurrentibus per synodos (quas 

appellant), dum ritum omnem ad suum 

trahere conatur arbitrium, rei vehiculariae 

succideret nervos.

absolutus, -a, -um:  unconditional, pure

anilis, is (adj):  old woman’s, wive’s tales.

confundo, -ere, confundi, confusus :  confuse,  mix w/ or combine w/

scruto (1):  scrutinize, examine

perplexus, -a, -um:  muddled, confused, cryptic

compono, ere, composui, compositus:  calm, settle, organize

excito (1):  excite

discidium, discidii:  schism
fusus, a, um:  spread out, broad, flowing.

concertatio, concertanionis (f):  dispute, strife, conflict

caterva, catervae (f):  crowd, cluster, troop

citro:  “thither”  ultro citroque=  here and there

antistes, antistitis (m):  bishop, master

iumentum, I (n):  mule, beast of burden

discurro:  rush, run around

synodus, i (m):  council

ritus, us (m):  rite, ceremony, ritual

traho, trahere, traxi, tractus:  drag

conor, conari, conavi, conatum:  try

arbitrium, i (n):  judgement, will, opinion

vehicularius, -a, -um:  carriage, transport

succido, succidere, succidi: cut down, cut off.

nervus, i (m):  nerve, sinew.

